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Introduction

Vocabulary learning is the foundation for students' level of understanding (Yang et al., 2021).
Therefore, learning vocabulary in an appropriate manner leads to the general learning success
of students (Gupta 2019). There are many obstacles that students experience in knowing and
understanding vocabulary, as well as several factors that make it difficult to improve and
understand the meaning of a vocabulary. The rare use of the vocabulary they know, lack of
initiative or enthusiasm in learning, are some of the factors for students' lack of vocabulary
skills, but it can be eliminated by adopting some new habits such as changing learning patterns.
In learning English, vocabulary is the most important thing that will increase one's confidence
in using English (Kacetl & Klimova, 2019; Pratiwi & Ayu, 2020).

Basically, improving vocabulary will greatly support students in all aspects of other skills in
English such as speaking, writing and listening skills (Syafiq et al., 2021). Applying learning
habits or patterns such as taking vocabulary notes and looking for good methods to facilitate
learning vocabulary are some of the solutions (Chen et al., 2019) that can be applied to students
who experience problems such as a lack of initiative or enthusiasm in learning, so that students
are able to acquire good vocabulary skills both at the same time restore their confidence in
language (Klimova & Polakova, 2020).

Language is a communication tool in human life which plays an important role in improving
the quality of all aspects of social life. Therefore, vocabulary should not be considered as less
important things to learn because vocabulary itself has important points in learning it such as
increasing students' self-confidence and ability to compete (Dildora et al., 2019). The
importance of students' vocabulary skills and understanding to support student skills in aspects
of the English language.
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Vocabulary

Vocabulary is considered to be a significant part of a language, especially in the process of
learning a foreign language because the more vocabulary one knows the more capacities s/he
has for uttering the phrases, clauses and sentences. Improving student skills, one of which is
vocabulary, which is an important point in learning English. Vocabulary (vocabulary) has a
very essential role in mastering foreign languages, especially English. Vocabulary can be
interpreted as a collection of words understood by someone (Herlina, 2015). According to Zhao
& Lornkla (2019) vocabulary is defined as’’the entire stock of words belonging to a branch of
knowledge or known by an individual’’.

That we want to Learn English language, vocabulary is a key in the process language teaching
and learning. Vocabulary learning is the cornerstone of students’ level of comprehension.
Therefore, learning vocabulary in a suitable way leads to students’ learning success in general.
Vocabulary becomes very important because it is the main facility in the preparation of
sentences in order to be able to speak fluently, and only in terms of speaking but also in
understanding a text or whatever it is that is English. Vocabulary is very essential for success
to comprehend the language well, speak better, or composed a good writing; it is expected that
learners have to increase their vocabulary by around 1000 words a year (Bergmann, 2005).

In addition, by mastering vocabulary we will also be easier in mastering other abilities such as,
reading, listening, speaking as well as writing. By mastering vocabulary, it will also have an
effect on our confidence which is also increasing and courageous in using English to the people
around so that it becomes a habit and will further improve our ability to speak. One last
important thing in improving vocabulary, which is that gradually we will also begin to
understand and master grammar by itself, because vocabulary is the smallest unit in English
that support skills in learning English.

A vocabulary is not simply a collection of words we memorize and know their meaning but
also the learning process in arranging these words (Oxford & Scarcella, 1994; Nation & Meara,
2010; Horst 2005). Without mastering adequate vocabulary, students not only have difficulty
communicating, but even cannot communicate at all. In addition, without understanding
vocabulary, grammar, students will have problems accessing information and operating their
electronic devices.

The purpose of writing the paper "Ways to Improving Student Vocabulary" is to developed
language skills both orally and in writing. The skills referred to are how we listen, speak, read,
understand and write. Because the four skills are a unity that is bound and one with each other
and we cannot separate them but can be distinguished. A person's English proficiency is
declared successful when he is able to speak and understand English well, convey ideas and
opinions using English as well as good grammar as well as being able to write texts properly
and correctly (Cowan, 2008; Oscarson, 2009). This shows that students learning English are
essentially learning to use them in communicating both oral and written actively and effectively
(Khayati & Hadi, 2021; Yunus & Salehi, 2012; Ellery, 2008). By improving students' skills in
vocabulary, this is also to increase self-confidence and courage in speaking English and always
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implement it in everyday life both to local and foreign people. So that it is able to make it easier
for us to receive information and be able to do tasks and other things that blend in English.

There are several problems and factors why students experience difficulties in vocabulary,
namely Difficulty understanding difficult-level vocabulary, The emergence of a sense of males
in the self to memorize and understand vocabulary, rarely apply vocabulary (using English) in
everyday life (Akmal et al., 2020). From some of the problem ideas and factors above, it can
be explained that in understanding vocabulary there are 4 ways, namely; (1) Form is studying,
listening and repeating, listening for specific phonological information (consonants, vowel
sounds, syllable sources, stress patterns), looking at or observing the written for shape, first
and last letters, letters clusters, spelling, noticing grammatical information, and copying and
organizing; (2) Pronunciation is pronunciation or pronunciation in English. (3) Word meaning
as we know, word meaning is learning the meaning of vocabulary and how it relates to material
concepts and other vocabulary.

Usage is learning how to use vocabulary (vocabulary) itself both based on context and others
(Azar 2007; Yunus & Salehi, 2012). Of the several factors that make students difficult in terms
of vocabulary such as feeling lazy, it can be eliminated by applying some new habits such as
making a not about vocabulary, for example memorizing 20 vocabulary every day and starting
to apply it in conversation and writing (Kazhan et al., 2020; Ahmed 2019; Masoumi-
Moghaddam 2018). Gradually, the feeling of males in ourselves will be reduced by applying
some new habits in everyday life that will continue to support our ability to speak English
(Pratiwi & Ayu, 2020). One of the biggest problems of other students is that it is difficult to
understand new or high-level words due to the fact that they rarely use or learn this vocabulary
(Wulandary et al., 2022). One solution that is often given by teachers is to look for the meaning
of the word and start using it frequently in conversation and writing (Dehghanzadeh et al.,
2021). Apart from memorizing and learning the meaning, knowing the correct pronunciation
of a word is also very important. Can be started by listening to songs or listening to news
channels abroad.

Conclusion

Based on the discussion and decomposition of material on how to make up and add to the
understanding of students to city vocabulary, it can be concluded that vocabulary learning is
the basis of the most basic level of student understanding. Therefore, learning vocabulary by
means of the appropriate method causes student learning success in general. Vocabulary is very
important because it is the main facility in compiling sentences to be able to speak smoothly,
and not only in terms of speaking but also in understanding text such as words per word,
sentence per sentence and paragraph in English. Showing how vocabulary plays an important
role in the process of learning English because it is a key vocabulary is one of the keys in
English. This paper has the purpose of being able to support the ability of students and people
who learn English both in speaking, listening and in terms of writing. Some problems that often
appear can be overcome by using and implementing ways and methods in terms of
understanding vocabulary in English so that it becomes a daily habit.

20
Copyright © 2023, Educia Journal, Under the license CC BY-SA 4.0
DOI: https://doi.org/10.71435/610398



https://doi.org/10.71435/610398

References

Ahmed, S. T. S. (2019). Chat and learn: Effectiveness of using WhatsApp as a pedagogical
tool to enhance EFL learners reading and writing skills. International Journal of
English Language and Literature Studies, 8(2), 61-68.
https://doi.org/10.18488/journal.23.2019.82.61.68

Akmal, S., Rasyid, M. N. A., Masna, Y., & Soraya, C. N. (2020). EFL learners' difficulties in
the structure and written expression section of TOEFL test in an Indonesian
university. Englisia: Journal of Language, Education, and Humanities, 7(2), 156-
180. http://dx.doi.org/10.22373/ej.v7i2.6472

Azar, B. (2007). Grammar-Based Teaching: A Practitioner's Perspective. Tesl-ej, 11(2), n2.

Bergmann, B. R. (2005). The Social Factors: Births, Schools, Divorces, Ideas. In The Economic
Emergence of Women (pp. 25-40). Palgrave Macmillan, New York.
https://doi.org/10.1057/9781403982582 3

Chen, C. M., Chen, L. C., & Yang, S. M. (2019). An English vocabulary learning app with
self-regulated learning mechanism to improve learning performance and motivation.
Computer Assisted Language Learning, 32(3), 237-260.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09588221.2018.1485708

Cowan, R. (2008). The teacher's grammar of English with answers: A course book and
reference guide. Cambridge University Press.

Dehghanzadeh, H., Fardanesh, H., Hatami, J., Talaee, E., & Noroozi, O. (2021). Using
gamification to support learning English as a second language: a systematic review.
Computer Assisted Language Learning, 34(7), 934-957.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09588221.2019.1648298

Dildora, 1., Guzal, K., & Saida, R. (2019). The impact of the communicative game on learning
english. ACADEMICIA: An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal, 9(4),
128-132. http://dx.doi.org/10.5958/2249-7137.2019.00049.1

Ellery, K. (2008). Assessment for learning: a case study using feedback effectively in an essay-
style test. Assessment & Evaluation in Higher FEducation,33(4), 421-429.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02602930701562981

Gupta, A. (2019). Principles and Practices of Teaching English Language Learners.
International Education Studies, 12(7),49-57. https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v12n7p49

Herlina, H. (2016). The Effect of Interest in Reading on Mastery of English Vocabulary with
Fifth Grade Elementary Students. Studies in English Language and Education, 3(2),
188-202. https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v3i2.4965

Horst, M. (2005). Learning L2 vocabulary through extensive reading: A measurement
study. Canadian Modern Language Review, 61(3), 355-382.
https://doi.org/10.3138/cmlr.61.3.355

Kacetl, J., & Klimova, B. (2019). Use of smartphone applications in english language
learning—A challenge for foreign language education. Education Sciences, 9(3), 179.
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci9030179

Kazhan, Y. M., Hamaniuk, V. A., Amelina, S. M., Tarasenko, R. O., & Tolmachev, S. T.
(2020). The use of mobile applications and Web 2.0 interactive tools for students'

German-language lexical competence improvement.
https://doi.org/10.31812/123456789/3880

21
Copyright © 2023, Educia Journal, Under the license CC BY-SA 4.0
DOI: https://doi.org/10.71435/610398



https://doi.org/10.71435/610398
https://doi.org/10.18488/journal.23.2019.82.61.68
http://dx.doi.org/10.22373/ej.v7i2.6472
https://doi.org/10.1057/9781403982582_3
https://doi.org/10.1080/09588221.2018.1485708
https://doi.org/10.1080/09588221.2019.1648298
http://dx.doi.org/10.5958/2249-7137.2019.00049.1
https://doi.org/10.1080/02602930701562981
https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v12n7p49
https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v3i2.4965
https://doi.org/10.3138/cmlr.61.3.355
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci9030179
https://doi.org/10.31812/123456789/3880

Khayati, M., & Hadi, M. S. (2021). Explicit Vocabulary Instruction with English Language
Learners: a Charade Game. English Language in Focus (ELIF),3(1), 39-48.
https://doi.org/10.24853/elif.3.1.39-48

Klimova, B., & Polakova, P. (2020). Students’ perceptions of an EFL vocabulary learning
mobile application. Education Sciences, 10(2), 37.
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci1 0020037

Masoumi-Moghaddam, S. (2018). Using drama and drama techniques to teach English
conversations to English as a foreign language learner. International Journal of
Applied Linguistics and English Literature, 7(6), 63-68.
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijalel.v.7n.6p.63

Nation, P., & Meara, P. (2010). Vocabulary. 4n introduction to applied linguistics, 34-52.

Oscarson, A. D. (2009). Self-Assessment of Writing in Learning English as a Foreign
Language: A Study at the Upper Secondary School Level. Goteborg Studies in
Educational Sciences 277.

Oxford, R. L., & Scarcella, R. C. (1994). Second language vocabulary learning among adults:
State of the art in vocabulary instruction. System, 22(2), 231-243.
https://doi.org/10.1016/0346-251X(94)90059-0

Pratiwi, Z. F., & Ayu, M. (2020). The Use of Describing Picture Strategy to Improve Secondary
Students’ speaking Skill. Journal of English Language Teaching and Learning, 1(2),
38-43. https://doi.org/10.33365/jti

Pratiwi, Z. F., & Ayu, M. (2020). The Use of Describing Picture Strategy to Improve Secondary
Students’ speaking Skill. Journal of English Language Teaching and Learning, 1(2),
38-43. https://doi.org/10.33365/jeltl.v1i2.603

Syafig, A. N., Rahmawati, A., Anwari, A., & Oktaviana, T. (2021). Increasing speaking skill
through YouTube video as English learning material during online learning in
pandemic covid-19. Elsya: Journal of English Language Studies, 3(1), 50-55.
https://doi.org/10.31849/elsya.v3il.6206

Wulandari, N. A., Amalia, S., & Ramdhani, M. I. (2022). Investigating speaking difficulties of
senior high school students: linguistics and psychological problems. ENGLISH
FRANCA: Academic Journal of English Language and Education, 6(1), 151-166.
https://do1.org/10.29240/ef.v611.4271

Yang, X., Kuo, L. J., Eslami, Z. R., & Moody, S. M. (2021). Theoretical trends of research on
technology and L2 vocabulary learning: A systematic review. Journal of Computers
in Education, 8(4), 465-483. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-021-00187-8

Yunus, M. M., & Salehi, H. (2012). The effectiveness of Facebook groups on teaching and
improving writing: Students’ perceptions. International journal of education and
information Technologies, 1(6), 87-96.

Zhao, M., & Lornklang, T. (2019). The Use of Picture Word Inductive Model Focusing on
Chinese  Culture to Promote Young Learners' English Vocabulary
Acquisition. Advances in Language and Literary Studies, 10(4), 105-111.
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.10n.4p.105

22
Copyright © 2023, Educia Journal, Under the license CC BY-SA 4.0
DOI: https://doi.org/10.71435/610398



https://doi.org/10.71435/610398
https://doi.org/10.24853/elif.3.1.39-48
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci10020037
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijalel.v.7n.6p.63
https://doi.org/10.1016/0346-251X(94)90059-0
https://doi.org/10.33365/jti
https://doi.org/10.33365/jeltl.v1i2.603
https://doi.org/10.31849/elsya.v3i1.6206
https://doi.org/10.29240/ef.v6i1.4271
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-021-00187-8
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.10n.4p.105

