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Abstract 

This article discusses marginal groups that are identical with marginalized 

small communities. Characteristics of marginalized groups that do not 

have a clear / permanent livelihood. And their lives depend on the existing 

situation and conditions. Or have a steady livelihood but the income they 

get is below the standard of living needs. This can be seen from several 

perspectives, namely in terms of health, social economy and others. 

Introduction 

Marginal groups are also synonymous with small communities or marginalized groups. So the 

marginalized are the lower-class people who are marginalized from community life(Gibson & 

Martin, 2019). Examples of the marginalized include beggars, scavengers, laborers, farmers, 

and people with mediocre or even deprived incomes. They are an inseparable part of our 

country(Sondari & Sofiani Zaimar, 2019). In general, those belonging to marginalized 

communities are the poor, the homeless, scavengers, low-paid workers, street children, people 

with disabilities, infected with HIV and AIDS, traditional communities, victims of human 

trafficking, victims of domestic violence, youth who experience conflict. with the law, farm 

laborers, sex workers, and others. They are marginalized due to economic, social, cultural and 

political pressures, including impartial government policies and programs(Boyce et al., 2020). 

Marginal Group Concept 

Marginal groups are also synonymous with small communities or marginalized 

groups(Mohammadi, 2019). So the marginalized are the lower class people who are 

marginalized from community life. examples of marginalized people include beggars, 

scavengers, laborers, farmers, and people with mediocre or even deprived incomes(Malak et 

al., 2022). They are an inseparable part of our country. 

Marginal communities are people living in urban areas who have irregular incomes or have 

economic limitations. To find out more about marginalized communities, we can look at the 

concept of social stratification. Stratification or social strata is a multi-layered social structure 

in society(Vittal et al., 2020). Social strata indicate that society has strata, from the lowest to 

the highest(Grigoryev & Pavlyushina, 2019). Functionally, the birth of this social stratum is due 

to the community's need for the production system produced by the community in each stratum, 

where the production system functionally supports each strata(Martin & Côté, 2019). 
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Characteristics of Marginal Groups 

A society or group and even individuals can be marginalized by other groups from various 

aspects of life (Gilman et al., 2018). To find out more clearly how marginalized people are, the 

following are the general characteristics of marginalized groups(Hales & Williams, 2018). Do 

not have a clear / permanent livelihood(Mallick, 2019). And their lives depend on the existing 

situation and conditions. Or have a steady livelihood but the income they get is below the 

standard of living(Enriquez & Goldstein, 2020). The pattern of life is more emotional, sensitive 

and sensitive to problems relating to basic daily needs. Most of them do not have a clear place 

of residence alias homeless(Kozak, 2022). So you have to live on the move. The level of 

understanding of knowledge, attitudes, and the importance of education is relatively low. Weak 

patterns of social interaction. 

The characteristics of marginal groups are classified into several fields in society based on the 

subject, as follows: 

Sociologically 

Marginal groups include child laborers, a person/group/community who is treated unfairly or 

discriminatory because of gender issues, a person or group of people who experience social 

marginalization, and a community or community group whose human rights are violated. Thus, 

individuals or groups of people who receive injustice/marginage because of the problems 

mentioned above, are included in the marginal category. Including: Child labour, gender 

inequality, social exclusion, human rights abuses. 

In Infrastructure 

According to(Fanning et al., 2021)Individuals or groups of people from whatever culture they 

come from, when their presence in life is geographically difficult to access to clean water, 

transportation distances are not affordable, or access to banks and communication is difficult, 

then this community group can be said to be marginal(Bissell & Gorman-Murray, 2019). Most of 

these community groups are usually isolated from the general population. Such as access to 

clean water, distance to transportation facilities, banks, communications and other energy 

supplies(Gardiner et al., 2018). 

Health 

Community groups with low life expectancy, high infant mortality rates, people experiencing 

malnutrition and malnutrition, all of these can be categorized as marginal groups(Bejaković et 

al., 2021). Such as life expectancy, infant mortality, malnutrition and malnutrition in the 

general population. 

Educationally 

It means a community group in which the level of illiteracy is high, many of which do not go 

to school, so this kind of community group can be defined in terms of marginal groups. Such 

as: illiteracy rate, gross ratio of school registrants, and others. 

Politically 

Individuals or groups of people who are hampered or are not given space to participate in 

elections, then they are classified as marginal (politically)(Pantelic et al., 2019). Likewise, 

groups of people who cannot get comfort and are always threatened both in terms of security 

and from violence are also included in the marginal category(Shirk et al., 2018). In this context 

of course the fulfillment and handling is different. Such as: election participation, corruption 

index, security status, crime or violence(Tworzydło et al., 2021). 
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Economically 

A group of people or individuals whose income per capita is low so that they are categorized 

as poor, then they are included in the marginal group(Roy et al., 2019). The lower limit of per 

capita income in this case varies between those usually set by the government and international 

institutions(Desmet & Wacziarg, 2020). Likewise, community groups who are unemployed and 

do not have jobs are also included in the marginal category(Fraser, 2020). Such as, low per 

capita domestic income, high unemployment rate, and others. 

Ecologically 

Community groups whose natural resources are damaged, exploited so that they can no longer 

use them for life can also be categorized as marginal(Hoogendam & Boelens, 2019). Like 

environmental pollution, the condition of natural resources is destroyed so that it cannot 

continue(Abbass et al., 2022). 

By Development Index 

A group of people whose development index is low, which includes low economic growth, 

economic equity is also unequal and uneven, low life expectancy, low literacy rate, lack of 

gender equality in the public sphere, then this kind of community group is also included in the 

classification of marginal groups(Hickel, 2020).  Also included in the marginal group are the 

poor, which is indicated by the low per capita income. For example, the human development 

index, the gender-related development index, and the human poverty index(Sharma & Adhikari, 

2020). 

Characteristics of marginal groups in general 

Do not have a clear / permanent livelihood. And their lives depend on the existing situation and 

conditions(Mallick, 2019). Or have a steady livelihood but the income they get is below the 

standard of living(Sene-Harper et al., 2019). The pattern of life is more emotional, sensitive 

and sensitive to problems relating to basic daily needs. Most of them do not have a clear place 

of residence alias homeless. So you have to live on the move. The level of understanding of 

knowledge, attitudes, and the importance of education is relatively low. Weak patterns of social 

interaction 

Conclusion 

So, it can be concluded that a group is two or more individuals, who interact and depend on 

one another, who together want to achieve certain goals. Groups can be formal or informal. 

Formal groups have strict rules and are deliberately created by their members to regulate their 

relationship in achieving goals. Meanwhile, informal groups do not have a clear structure and 

are formed because of repeated meetings for the same interests. In formal groups, the behavior 

that a person must demonstrate is determined and directed for organizational goals and must 

be in accordance with legitimized values. Conversely, informal groups are alliances that are 

not structured or organizationally defined so that interactions are formed naturally in response 

to the need for social contact. 
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